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1656,, and within a few days Lucy and her maid were taken
into custody and placed in the Tower.

Little James was now a child of seven, and his mother
was anxious what might be done to him if it was known
he was the child of Charles. The examinations of Lucy
Walter and her maid throw some light on the position, she
still occupied in the eyes of Charles and his friends. She
had been received in London by many well-affected persons
with profound respect and reverence, her visitors kneeling
before her. She herself seems to have claimed to be the
s wife, and Mercurius Politicus styles her "his wife

or mistress."

And that Lucy was still being maintained and cherished
by Charles II. in June 1656, is clear from a deposition made
by Anne Hill on June 26th. She had been her maid in
Holland for about seven months, and says that six weeks
ago she left her lady and came to England in a Dutch ship,
promising to join her in England, which she did. Lucy,
she says, had hired a boat for herself, her two children and
Mr Justus Walter, her brother, and Thomas Howard. She
knew that one of the children was a son of Charles Stuart,
who maintained Mrs Barlow, and that she lived '" in a
costly and high manner," keeping her brother and the
children. They were now at a barber's house over against
Somerset House. Mrs Barlow had been with the King
a night and a day together shortly before coming over.
Thomas Howard was also examined, and admitted he had
come over with Lucy about June yth and taken lodgings
at the same house. He said he had met her on board the
ship. Anne Hill, on the other hand, on further examina-
tion said that Howard had been much in company of the
lady at the Hague, and that her lady told her she had been
with Charles at Antwerp or Brussels with " the Master,"
as the boy James was called, and that she and Howard had
discoursed about the purchase of a pearl necklace for ^1500
and the ordering of a new coach " lined with red velvet with
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